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of Abbas, a younger uncle and zealous partisan, cherished with
discretion their rising fortune. From an obscure abode in
Syria they secretly despatched agents, who advocated, in the
distant provinces of Persia, their indefeasible right; and Mo-
hammed, the great-grandson of Abbas, gave audiences to
deputies from Khorasan, and accepted their free gift of 400,000
pieces of gold. On his death the oath of allegiance was trans-
ferred to Ibrahim, his son, by a numerous band, who only
expected a signal and a leader;'and the faithful and energetic
governor of the province, aware of the conspiracy, in vain
endeavoured, in prose and verse, to awaken his master from
his slumbers, till he and all his adherents were driven
from Meru by the rebellious arms of the stern and bloody
Abu Moslem. In theVquarrel of these factions, which con-
vulsed Asia, the-latter were generally successful: but their
success was clouded by the personal misfortune of their chief.
The court of Damascus was determined to prevent Ibrahim's
pilgrimage, undertaken to recommend his cause, and this
unhappy claimant of the sovereignty, which he was not destined
to enjoy, having been intercepted, soon expired in a dungeon,
Green, the favourite colour of the prophet, still continues to
distinguish the descendants of Ali; the Ommiades appropriated
to themselves .white; ahd the fate of Ibrahim induced the
house of Abbas to assume black as mourning.' Meanwhile
Ibrahim's brothers lay concealed at Cufa, till the approach of
his eastern supporters enabled them to shew themselves to the
impatient public. On a Friday, in a Khalif's dress of this
adopted black, the eldest, Alsaffah, proceeded in procession to
the mosque, where he preached and prayed as sovereign, and
011 his departure his kinsmen bound a willing people by an
oath of fidelity. On the banks of the Zab this contest for
empire was decided. Every advantage seemed to be on the
side of the Whites, the authority and influence of the govern-
ment, in possession of an army of 120,000 men against a fourth
of the number, and the presence and merit of Mervan, the
fourteenth, and, as it proved, the last of the Ommiades. Before
his accession he had distinguished himself as governor of